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LAURENCE SMITH 
PROFESSOR
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 

Laurence C. Smith is Professor and Chair of Geography and Professor of Earth, Plan-
etary, and Space Sciences at UCLA. His research interests include the Arctic, hydrol-
ogy, satellite remote sensing technologies and climate change. He has published over 
80 peer-reviewed articles, essays and books in journals such as Science, Nature, and 
PNAS, and won more than $7M in research funding from the National Science Foun-
dation and NASA.

ERLEND BULLVÅG
DEAN 
Nord University Business School

Erlend Bullvåg is educated within Economy and Engineering. He has worked with so-
cial analysis for many years, and holds lectures within areas such as entrepreneurship 
and innovational management at Nord University. He is currently working closely with 
the Business Index North project at the university.

Business Index North

JUNE BORGE DOORNICH
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
Nord University Business School

TONJE NERMARK
VP STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Mo Industripark

June Borge Doornich is an Associate Professor in strategy and control at the Business 
School, Nord University. Her main research interest lies in strategic management and 
management control of foreign subsidiaries that are located in institutional distant 
markets. Ms. Doornich teaches Master and MBA classes in strategic management and 
analysis.

Tonje Nermark has previously worked on strategic communication at the EFTA Secre-
tariat and at the North Norway European Office in Brussels. She holds a Master’s degree 
in international relations from King’s College London and a bachelor’s degree in Politi-
cal Science from NTNU, Trondheim.
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VEGARD JOHANSEN 
CEO 
SINTEF Ocean

Vegard Johansen is CEO of SINTEF Ocean. He has previously been CEO / President 
of SINTEF Fisheries and Aquaculture, and started his career as a Research engineer at 
MARINTEK. Mr. Johansen has his education from NTNU.

OTTO GREGUSSEN
SECRETARY GENERAL
The Norwegian Fishermen’s Association

Otto Gregussen is originally from Bodø, and has had several roles in business and poli-
tics on a national level. He was political advisor, state secretary and Minister of Fisheries 
from 1992 to 2001. Mr. Gregussen has led the Norwegian Seafood Federation, Norshell 
and Norges Sildesalgslag, he has also been the regional director of NHO in Trøndelag 
and led the Directorate of Fisheries Directorate in Trøndelag. 

Former High North Hero

Transport and Logistics

SCOTT MINERD
Managing Partner and Global Chief Investment Officer  
at Guggenheim Partners

Scott Minerd is the High North Hero of 2017. He is a investor of Guggenheim Partners 
and received the 2017 High North Hero Award in recognition of his efforts to highlight 
the economic potential of the Arctic by promoting long-term investment in the region. 
Mr. Minerd is Global Chief Investment Officer at Guggenheim Partners, an investment 
firm that manages assets worth over 260 billion USD, he has advocated for long-term 
investments in the Arctic. Mr. Minerd is also known for his work on the Arctic Invest-
ment Protocol, a World Economic Forum initiative that sets forth foundational and 
formative principles for responsible investment in the Arctic region.
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EERO HOKKANEN
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
Arctia Ltd.

CHARLES S. COLGAN
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 
Center for the Blue Economy

 Mr. Colgan is Director of Research in the Center for the Blue Economy of the Middle-
bury Institute of International Studies at Monterey in Monterey, California, where he is 
also Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Ocean and Coastal Economics.  He is Emeritus 
Professor of Public Policy and Planning at the Muskie School of Public Service of the 
University of Southern Maine. He has also served three Maine governors as a sen-
ior policy advisor, including serving as the Maine State Economist.  He received his 
undergraduate degree from Colby College and his PhD in Economic History from the 
University of Maine.

Arctia Ltd. is a Finnish ship-owner and operator of eight icebreakers. Mr. Hokkanen 
is in charge of Arctia’s internal and external communications as well as stakeholder 
relations. He reports to President and CEO Tero Vauraste, and aids him in international 
cooperation, including the Arctic Economic Council (AEC). Mr. Hokkanen has a solid 
background in Arctic policy and sustainable business development. He has worked at 
the Finnish Embassy in Oslo as a Political Officer, at the Finland Chamber of Com-
merce as Advisor to the CEO, and most recently as Expert for Team Arctic Finland.

PETTER NORE
PROFESSOR
High North Center for Business and Governance

Currently, Petter Nore is working both as a senior consultant at Norad and as a pro-
fessor at Nord University. Mr. Nore has previously worked as a Senior Advisor for the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Until the end of 2013, he was Director of the 
Energy Department and Oil for Development (OFD) initiative in Norad. Mr. Nore has 
broad experience from the
Norwegian and international petroleum sector, and previous positions include being
President of Hydro Russia, Senior Energy Economist in the World Bank’s Energy
Division, as well as Division Chief in the Norwegian Ministry of Petroleum and Energy.

China ś future role in the Arctic
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ØYSTEIN TUNSJØ
PROFESSOR
Norwegian Institute for Defense Studies

ISELIN STENSDAL
Research Fellow & Director of the Global Programme, 
Fridtjof Nansen Institute

JULIA GUIFANG XUE
Chair Professor at KoGuan School of Law and Director of Center  
for Polar and Deep Ocean Development, Shanghai Jiao Tong  
University

Dr. Xue Guifang is Chair Professor of international law at KoGuan Law School, Shang-
hai Jiao Tong University. She serves as Director to the Center for Polar and Deep Ocean 
Development, and Center for the Rule of Ocean Law Studies, Chief Expert & Executive 
Director, Shanghai Social Science Innovation Research Base, and Executive Director, 
Shanghai University Think Tank Research Base on National Marine Rights and Strategy.

Iselin Stensdal’s research and publications mainly concern China. Specifically, she 
works on two issue areas: One is Chinese climate, energy and environmental poli-
tics, and the other is Chinese interests for the Arctic. Publications include Lunde, 
Yang and Stensdal (eds) (2016) Asian Countries and the Arctic Future. Ms. Stensdal has 
lived in China in periods since 2005, and speaks Chinese.  She studied Chinese at the 
renowned Fudan University in Shanghai. She is currently working on her PhD at the 
University of Oslo.

Tunsjø’s recent book is The Return of Bipolarity in World Politics: China, the United 
States and Geostructural Realism, Columbia University Press, 2018. He is author of 
Security and Profits in China’s Energy Policy: Hedging Against Risk (Columbia Univer-
sity Press, 2013) and US Taiwan Policy: Constructing the Triangle (London: Routledge, 
2008). Tunsjø is co-editor with Robert S. Ross of Strategic adjustment and the Rise of 
China: Power and Politics in East Asia (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2017).

From 2005 to 2006, Professor Liu worked as a Visiting Scholar at Woodrow Wilson  
Department of Politics, University of Virginia, USA. In 2007, Professor Liu got a  
Research Fellow at East West Center, University of Hawaii, USA. In addition, he worked 
at Giessen University, Germany as a visiting scholar in 2007. From June to December 
2010, Professor Liu worked at Center for International Security Studies, Yale Univer-
sity, USA. Professor Liu has written a number of articles published in key journals on 
international studies. His main research focus is on Russia and great power relations, 
Chinese Diplomacy and NATO Studies.

LIU JUN
PROFESSOR AND DEAN
School of Advanced International and Area Studies,  
East China Normal University
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MORTEN ALEXANDER MOSSIN 
ADVISOR 
Municipality of Bodø

Morten Mossin is the international advisor for the Municipality of Bodø. He holds an 
MSc in history from the University of Oslo, and has studied international relations and 
cultural studies at the University of Cambridge. Mr. Mossin has previously worked at 
the High North Center, where he amongst other tasks co-organized the High North 
Dialogue of 2016.

High North Scenarios: Smart cities

Smart Societies

Thursday April 19

ANATOLI BOURMISTROV
PROFESSOR 
Nord University Business School

REIJA VIINANEN
DIRECTOR 
Aurora collaboration Finnish Transport Agency

Anatoli Bourmistrov holds a position of Professor, and is Head of the Department of 
Economic Analysis and Accounting at Nord University Business School. He is also pro-
ject manager at the High North Center for Business and Governance. He has a Master 
of Science degree in Space Technology from Baltic State Technical University, a degree 
in Business Administration from Bodø Graduate School of Business, and a PhD from 
NHH – Norwegian School of Economics.

 Reija Viinanen (M.Sc in Agriculture and Forestry, University of Joensuu) has worked in 
regional development projects for more than 15 years in the Finnish Lapland and has 
strong cross-sectoral experience from the public private partnership and promoting 
northern initiatives. Ms. Viinanen has led Aurora Intelligent Transport Test Ecosystem 
project since it started in 2015. From 2017, she has been working for Finnish Transport 
Agency (FTA) and is in charge of the Aurora collaboration. The project Aurora focuses 
on facilitating and enabling connected and automated driving development and cross-
border testing in all weather conditions.
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MARIANNE BAHR-SIMONSEN
PROJECT LEADER 
Smart City Bodø

Marianne Bahr-Simonsen is project leader of Smart City Bodø. Previously she has been 
project leader at NHO Nordland and has her education background from Nord Univer-
sity.

GIUSEPPE GROSSI
PROFESSOR 
Nord University Business School

ALEXANDER KHOLODNOV
CO-FOUNDER, MANAGING PARTNER  
Urbanica, spatial planning institute, St. Petersburg

Giuseppe Grossi is PhD and Professor in Accounting at the Nord University Business 
School (Norway) and Visiting Research Professor at Kozminski University (Poland). Mr. 
Grossi’s research focuses on public governance, performance budgeting and man-
agement, hybrid organizations, smart cities, and internationalization of public sector 
accounting. Mr. Grossi was recently appointed editor-in-chief of the Journal of Public 
Budgeting, Accounting and Financial Management (Emerald).

Alexander Kholodnov works with various consulting projects in the field of urban 
planning, spatial development, corporate social responsibility for public and private 
sector in different regions of Russia. He participated in international exchange pro-
grams regarding sustainable urban development in the United States and Germany. Mr. 
Kholodnov collaborates as a guest lecturer with St.Petesburg State University and ITMO 
University.
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GRETHE HOVELSRUD
PROFESSOR
Nord University

LARS KULLERUD
PRESIDENT 
University of the Arctic

KEN COATES
DIRECTOR 
the International Centre for Northern Governance and Development, 
University of Saskatchewan

Professor Grete K. Hovelsrud is an arctic anthropologist focusing on interdisciplinary 
studies of adaptation to changing climatic and societal conditions, adaptive capacity 
of coupled social-ecological systems, and on the transformation to a low-emission 
society in the context of climatic and societal change. She has extensive fieldwork 
experience from communities, primary sectors, such as fisheries, agriculture, reindeer 
herding, aquaculture, and municipalities in the sub-Arctic and the Arctic.

As the first president of UArctic, Mr. Kullerud has had the pleasure to take part in the 
journey of developing UArctic since 2002, building on the solid fundament of the 
planning phase of the University of the Arctic. In this period, UArctic has grown into a 
comprehensive network of over 180 members, including all northern higher educa-
tion institutions in the circumpolar north. Mr. Kullerud has authored or co-authored 
publications in many fields, including geopolitics of sciences, environmental sciences, 
geosciences and Arctic issues at a large.

Ken Coates is Canada Research Chair in Regional Innovation at the Johnson-Shoyama 
Graduate School of Public Policy, University of Saskatchewan campus and Senior Fel-
low at the Macdonald-Laurier Institute. Mr. Coates was raised in Whitehorse, Yukon, 
and has long-standing professional and personal interests in Aboriginal rights, north-
ern development, northern Canadian history, science, technology and society, and 
Japan Studies.

Ms. Kristoffersen was Chair of the Longyearbyen Science and Educational Forum 
(2009-2011) and she has been both lecturer, administrative leader, adviser, and head 
of research and education in academia where she also was part of the Rectors Forum 
within the University of the Arctic. Ms. Kristoffersen’s waste international experience 
includes her role as Arctic Resilient Cities Network Advisor for UN-Habitat, before 
becoming the CEO for Studiesenteret.no AS. She is also a regular contributor to High 
North News.

CHRISTIN KRISTOFFERSEN
CEO Studiesenteret.no/
former Mayor of Longyearbyen, Svalbard

Knowledge-based growth in the arctic
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Since 2014 Zhanna Guzenko has been a project producer at Friday Milk, an independ-
ent curating organization based over the Polar Circle, Murmansk (Russia). United by the 
idea of Northern identity, Friday Milk is promoting the concept of cultural decentraliza-
tion by shifting the cultural centers «from capitals to remote areas». Ms. Guzenko has 
a wide knowledge of Barents cooperation while being an executive officer at Barents 
youth cooperation office in 2014-2016. Currently Zhanna Guzenko is producing Inver-
sia, audiovisual festival and Uncapitals, network of art residences.

ZHANNA GUZENKO
CULTURE PRODUCER, 
Friday Milk

Tim Andersson has worked actively with the Barents Region for the past two years. He 
has travelled extensively and is working to enhance the east-west dialogue. He is cur-
rently the chairperson of Barents Press International, one of the oldest and most active 
cross border cooperations in the world. He is also working for Barents Press Sweden 
as a project coordinator for the project:”Journalism and Democracy in the Barents 
Region”. 

TIM ANDERSSON
CHAIRPERSON 
Barents Press International

ALEKSANDRA SELJESETH
POLITICIAN 
the Workers’ Youth League (AUF)

Aleksandra Seljeseth was born and raised in Tromsø and Moscow. She is currently 
attending high school in Tromsø. She has been active in politics for several years and 
has had different positions in the party including leader of The Workers’ Youth League 
(AUF) in Tromsø.

AMANDA ÅSBERG
COMMUNICATIONS ADVISER  
Barents Secretariat

Ms. Åsberg started working as a freelance journalist at the age of 14. After finishing 
High School, she moved to Bodø to study at Nord University. During her first year, she 
started freelancing for Avisa Nordland before she got a part time job in NRK Nordland. 
She finished her internship in the same broadcasting company, and graduated with her 
BA in journalism. Ms. Åsberg is passionate about cross border dialogues. Therefore, she 
is active in the Norwegian journalist union for students and Nordic Press Association, 
where she is working with projects for young journalists ability to learn and develop 
across borders. 

Talking barents
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KENNETH J. BRAITHWAITE
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO NORWAY

ERIK LUNDBERG
FINLAND’S AMBASSADOR TO NORWAY

ARTUR WILCZYNSKI
CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO NORWAY

Rear Admiral Kenneth J. Braithwaite, United States Navy (Retired) is the 31st U.S. Am-
bassador to the Kingdom of Norway. Ambassador Braithwaite recently concluded his 
service as the Regional Chief Executive of VHA/Vizient MidAtlantic and New England, 
LLC a member-owned hospital group purchasing organization serving hospitals and 
health systems throughout the greater eastern seaboard. He assumed those duties 
in November of 2011. In 2014, he completed the current construct of the enterprise 
by leading the merger of VHA Empire-Metro, LLC into the greater VHA Mid-Atlantic 
Region. 

Ambassador Lundberg is the Finnish Ambassador to Norway, stationed in Oslo. Prior 
to becoming the Ambassador, Mr. Lundberg worked as Director for the Unit for Human 
Rights Policy, in the Political Department for the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
In addition, Ambassador Lundberg has served in USA, France, Canada, and Syria. He 
holds a Master of Political Science from the Åbo Akademi University.

Artur Wilczynski was named Ambassador to Norway in 2014. Ambassador Wilczynski 
is also Head of Delegation to the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance. En-
gagement with Indigenous peoples, refugee and minority communities, LGBT leaders 
and other community groups has been an important priority for the Ambassador, as 
has advancing Arctic and Northern cooperation. Prior to becoming Ambassador The 
Ambassador was the Director General of the International Security and Intelligence 
Bureau at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Director General for International Re-
lations and Border Policy at Public Safety Canada. 

Audun Halvorsen is State Secretary to the Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs. In the 
past he has served as Political Adviser to the Minister of Defence, Political Adviser on 
defence policy and foreign affairs for the Conservative Party, Parliamentary Group, Po-
litical Adviser on defence policy, scrutiny and constitutional affairs for the Conservative 
Party, Parliamentary Group and Research assistant at the University of Oslo, Depart-
ment of Political Science. Mr. Halvorsen has a degree in Public Law and Private Law 
from the University of Oslo.

AUDUN HALVORSEN
STATE SECRETARY
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway

Locomotives in the arctic
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PETER DAUVERGNE 
PROFESSOR
University of British Columbia, Canada

Peter Dauvergne is a professor of international relations at the University of British 
Columbia, specializing in global environmental politics. His books include Will Big 
Business Destroy Our Planet? (Polity, 2018), Environmentalism of the Rich (MIT, 2016, 
recipient of the Michael Harrington Book Award), Protest Inc. (with Genevieve LeB-
aron, Polity, 2014), Eco-Business (with Jane Lister, MIT, 2013), Paths to a Green World, 
2nd ed. (with Jennifer Clapp, MIT, 2011), Timber (with Jane Lister, Polity, 2011), and The 
Shadows of Consumption (MIT, 2008, recipient of the Gerald L. Young Book Award). He 
is the founding and past editor of the journal Global Environmental Politics.

Plastic pollution - from source to recipient

JAN-GUNNAR WINTHER
DIRECTOR 
CENTRE FOR THE OCEAN AND THE ARCTIC

Jan-Gunnar Winther earned his PhD from the Norwegian Institute of Technology in 
1993. From 2005, he was the Director of the Norwegian Polar Institute. Mr. Winther also 
worked as an Adjunct Professor at the University Centre in Svalbard from 2002-2007. 
Winther serves on a number of national and international committees and delegations 
including deputy chair of the Norwegian Government`s Expert Committee on North-
ern Regions Policies.

DONG FENGMING
DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION, 
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China to the Kingdom of Norway

Dong Fengming is DCM of the Chinese Embassy in Norway. From 2008-2012, he was 
Deputy Director of Chinese Foreign Ministry, and from 2014-2016, Director of Chinese 
Foreign Ministry. He also served as Vice Mayor of Yiwu Municipal Government of Zhe-
jiang Province from 2012-2014. Mr. Dong has extensive experience in Nordic affairs, 
and served at Chinese Embassies in Sweden and Norway for many years.

Vladimir Isupov is first Counsellor of the Embassy of the Russian Federation in Norway.

VLADIMIR ISUPOV
FIRST COUNSELLOR 
Embassy of the Russian Federation in Norway 
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Dr. Kjersti Eline Busch is the co-founder and CEO of SALT, a private company working 
in marine science and communication. The SALT head office is located in the Lofoten 
islands in Northern Norway. SALT has 16 full time staff, many of whom are involved in 
the fight against marine debris. The work on marine debris focuses on reducing ma-
rine litter and on developing efficient methods for clean-up actions. SALT has a special 
focus on reducing marine litter from the fisheries and aquaculture industry.

Mona Aarhus is a policy director in the Norwegian Ministry of Climate and Environ-
ment. She heads a Marine Litter team within the Ministry, which coordinates and is 
responsible for both national and international efforts in this area.

KJERSTI ELINE BUSCH
CO-FOUNDER AND CEO
SALT

MONA AARHUS
POLICY DIRECTOR
Ministry of Climate and Environment

Kerstin Magnusson, Senior scientist, IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute, 
is working as a researcher at IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute. She has a 
PhD in marine environmental sciences and ecotoxicology from Gothenburg Univer-
sity. At present, her main scientific focus is on fate and effect of micro plastics in the 
environment and on harmful effects of shipping on marine ecosystems.

KERSTIN MAGNUSSON
RESEARCHER 
IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute, Sweden

WANG JUYING
SENIOR SCIENTIST AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL  
National Marine Environmental Monitoring Centre and State  
Oceanic Administration, China

Juying Wang, Deputy Director, PHD, National Marine Environmental Monitoring 
Center, State Oceanic Administration, PR China. Juying Wang’s scientific interests are 
focused on marine environmental monitoring and assessment methodology. As a sen-
ior scientist, she initiated and organized Marine Macro-Debris Monitoring Program in 
2006 and Marine Micro-Plastics Monitoring Program in 2016. She is also the member 
of Group of Expert for World Ocean Assessment of the first cycle and second cycle ap-
pointed by the United Nations.
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Arctic Growth

MICHAEL BYERS
PROFESSOR  
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA

Michael Byers teaches at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, where he 
holds the Canada Research Chair in Global Politics and International Law. Mr. Byers 
has been a Fellow of Jesus College, Oxford University, and a Professor of Law at Duke 
University. He has also taught as a visiting professor at the universities of Cape Town, 
Tel Aviv, and Novosibirsk.

Elana Wilson Rowe is a Senior Research Fellow at NUPI and an Adjunct Professor at 
Nord University. She holds a PhD in Geography/Polar Studies from the University of 
Cambridge (2006). Her areas of expertise include international relations in the Arctic, 
science and expert knowledge in global governance, climate politics and Russian for-
eign and northern policy. She is head of the Research group on emerging powers and 
international development at NUPI.

ELANA WILSON ROWE
Senior Research Fellow at the Norwegian Institute of International 
Affairs and Adjunct Professor at the High North Center
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